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REDWOOD REMNANTS 

September 2023 

Presidents’ Message 

We will be back at Humboldt Hill Grange for our September mee ng. The Board and Commi ee Chairs will be upholding a guild tradi on by 

bringing refreshments for this mee ng. It has been a while since we have shared in this way. We must s ll be mindful of spreading any vi-

ruses, but Maggie, for one, is really looking forward to sharing in this way again. 

We have had our first General Mee ng and our first Board Mee ng of our 2023-2024 REQG year. About 30 of us enjoyed perfect weather 

for our brown bag mee ng at Freshwater Park. In the future, we will do be er at pinpoin ng the picnic area for members who have not 

been there before. Our new officers were there. Our new 1st VP brought delicious cupcakes to share. Quilts were shared and Pat Smith 

shared an Opportunity Quilt that was donated by Susie Freese to raffle at the upcoming Natural Fiber Fair, September 9 & 10, at the Arcata 

Community Center where we had our show last month.  The Board decided that ckets will be available for sale at our mee ng and at the 

Fiber Fair with the drawing being done at the end of the Fair. This is a lovely quilt, be sure to get your ckets and volunteer to sell ckets at 

the Fair if you can. We so appreciate your help, plus the Natural Fiber Fair is fabulous!  

It became clear at our Board Mee ng that we have a great year of programs lined up by Martha Johnson and teachers by Lynne Todoroff. 

Also, Amy and Maggie have a few posi ons becoming available on the Board and hope some of you will step up to help. More about that 

elsewhere in Newsle er ar cles by others and at the upcoming mee ng. 

Nancy Frost, our 2023 Quilt Show Chair, will share a quick wrap-up of the show. And what a show it was!  

Our new year is off to a great start quilters! See you at the mee ng:  Hospitality starts at 5:30pm, Mee ng at 6:00pm. 

See you there, lots to share! 

Maggie S mson and Amy Gomes 

Co-Presidents 
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First Vice President  

Join us for the September 7 meeting and learn about a new quilting challenge presented by Jeanine Norrish that will be a really 

fun one. If you haven’t participated in a challenge before, you will find it showcases many members creativity.  You will have 

until March to complete your entry and prizes will be awarded based on votes for your favorites. 

Also at the September meeting, I will announce another round of the UFO Challenge, which challenges us to finish some unfin-

ished projects. It’s a simple and effective way to motivate us to really finish those projects that are just waiting for us to com-

plete. You are asked to make a list of 10 UFO’s (or less if you have fewer to finish). You should number them and at each meet-

ing we will draw a number and you work on that one on your list to finish by the next meeting. The members who bring a fin-

ished UFO from their list will be entered in a drawing.  It sounds simple, but it really does help get through some of the quilts we 

have waiting for our attention. Let’s see how many you can finish. 

Come sew the nine-patch blocks into quilt tops on Saturday, September 16 from 10-3 at the Humboldt Grange. In case you did-

n’t make it to the quilt show last month, Jeanine organized a team to sew the 9-patch blocks guests had selected. I believe there 

were about 250 blocks made and now it’s time to add sashing and put the tops together. With your help, we can make a bunch 

to jump start our Community Quilts project for the year. Sign ups will be at the September 7 meeting or you can call me to add 

your name to the list. I hope you can help us! 

So far, here is the calendar we are working from: 

September 7: Challenge presented, UFO Challenge 

September 16: Nine Patch sew day 

October 5: Bed turning with Susie Freese, Holiday gift demos, Fall and Halloween show    and tell 

November 2: Different ways of paper piecing with Jeanine Norrish and Helen Saunders 

  November 3-4 Classes with Jeanine and Helen 

December: Fun & games, Left, Right, Center (or strip poker) 

January 13: Sit and Sew 

February 10: Sit and Sew 

March: Challenge quilts revealed, meet business members 

March 15-16 Members Retreat 

April 4: Speaker Sally Frey 

 

Martha Johnson 

First Vice President 
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Quilt Show Wrap up!! 

If you did not a end the 2023 quilt show, you missed a beau ful show. The Arcata Community Center was a great venue with plenty of 

parking and a large, clean bathroom that was easily accessible. 

There were over 200+ quilts displayed in the large gym plus quilts in three other rooms. In addi on to the main quilt display, the gym also 

had space for vendors. There were 12 different vendors with some appealing products (and credit cards were accepted by every vendor). 

Across from the entry to the gym, the Featured Quilters had their booth. Joyce Turner and Yvonne Jolley were greeted and spoke to most 

a endees during the two days of the show. 

The a endance at the show was up from the two previous shows. There were over 700 ckets sold to seniors, 300 ckets sold to adults and 

53 free ckets given to children and seniors 90+. The Timber Ridge Assisted Living facility brought a bus with 14 a endees. If we add in all 

the volunteers who worked at receiving, set-up, and during the show on Saturday and Sunday, we had well over 1,200 a endees. 

New quilt show features included the Dutch Lo ery. Connie Johnson pulled together 13 different basket items plus a sewing machine do-

nated by Hokema Sewing Center from Redding. She did a brisk business selling ckets and people were eager to win all the baskets that 

were displayed. 

Another new feature was the Bobbin Bistro, our in-house café, which was decorated in red/white/and blue and looked wonderful with the 

13 honor quilts that were on display in the room. On Sunday, the Bistro was closed at 2 pm to set up for the Honor Quilt Program. The hon-

orees and their family and friends who a ended were very impressed with the ceremony and receiving a quilt. Helen Saunders was the Mis-

tress of Ceremony and did a great job. The Bobbin Bistro run by Wanda Wahlund and Amy Gomes served sandwiches, soups, salad, cookies, 

and fruit. It was so relaxing to be served food and be able to sit, chat, and view the honor quilts. 

On the odd numbered hours, vintage (50-year-old) and an que (100-year-old) quilts, be er known among quilters as bed turning was mas-

terfully presented by Janet Fessler and her helpers. On the even numbered hours Catherine Brown and Jeannie O’Neal arranged to have a 

few of our members and vendors give demonstra ons. 

Down the hall in the Arts and Cra  room, Jeanine Norrish and her cadre of volunteers helped a endees compile their 9 patch squares and 

sew them together so that the squares could be placed on the display walls. Jeanine now has 257 completed squares, and 72 squares that 

s ll need to be sewn. Those squares will be made into lap and bed size quilts that will be donated to the community. 

Our last display at the quilt show featured photo replicas of the quilted wedges in the Christmas Tree skirt for Sugar Bear, the Douglas Fir 

tree, which went to Washington D.C. December 2021. Maggie S mson was responsible for this display. A endees slowly viewed the photos 

and read the descrip ons as they made their way down the hall. Most a endees then viewed the display set up outside by staff from Six 

Rivers Na onal Forest office and had their picture taken with Smokey Bear 

There were numerous commi ee chairs who worked behind the scenes – before, during, and a er the show that need to be recognized 

besides those men oned above. Those individuals are Susie Freese, Gail Owren, Tina Fulton, Debbie Marshall, LeeAnn Moore, Carol Han-

son, Lynne Todoroff, Pat Smith, Carolyn Pounds, Yvonne Jolley, Angie Tus son, Be yann Biringer Rehm, Pam Smith, Kathy LaForge, Terry 

Tauzer, and Martha Johnson. In addi on to the above individuals there were so many members from the three guilds, plus friends and fami-

ly of guild members who volunteered during the show that need to be thanked. It takes a small village to put on a successful quilt show. 

The quilt show is a key fund raiser for the guild. The 2023 quilt show cleared $8,000 a er expenses. The funds will help pay for the guild’s 

insurance, storage rental fees, hall rental, etc. Besides raising funds, the quilt show is our prime vehicle for educa ng the public about quilts 

making, quilt history and our local quilt masters. The 2023 quilt show was a success, and the success will be repeated during the 2025 quilt 

show. 

Thank you to all who helped make the show a success. 

Nancy Frost and Wanda Wahlund, Quilt Show Co-Chairs 
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New Guild Liaison to the Blood Bank is Needed 

Every four to six months the display of smaller quilts in the donor room of the Northern California Community Blood Bank is changed. The 

quilts come from the private collec ons of REQG members. The quilts are solicited and gathered by the guild’s liaison (Currently that person 

is Nancy Frost), she delivers them to the blood bank which is located near Providence Hospital. The staff at the blood bank climb the ladder, 

remove the outgoing quilts, and hang new quilts in their place. Members who wish to sell their quilts can set their own price and interested 

donors/staff can arrange to purchase the quilts when the display is taken down. 

The liaison posi on truly consumes li le me. S/he solicits and collects the smaller quilts from members or friends, types up the list of quilts 

that are to be in the display and the owners’ names, as well as a name card with price if the quilt is for sale, and at the end of the display 

returns quilts to their righ ul owners. A request for quilts can be made orally at guild mee ngs and/or in the monthly newsle er. It takes 

approximately 22 quilts that are no larger than 40 inches in width to adequately fill the wall space in the donor room. This is an easy com-

mi ee, but it is more fun to do if you have a pal to do it with. 

The current quilt display will remain at the blood bank un l the end of September. A new exhibit should be ready to go on the first of Octo-

ber. For more informa on about the posi on talk to Nancy Frost. Volunteers should contact President Maggie S mson. 

Small and Doll Quilts 

Due to decreased interest in doll quilts from the community the board had voted to dissolve the doll quilt commi ee. If members s ll have 

le over blocks or are experimen ng with different designs the community quilts commi ee will be happy to take your dona ons. These 

blocks can be made into children's quilts that can be donated to Northcoast Children's Services. 

The board thanks all of you that have contributed to this commi ee over the years. 

Raffle Table 

Welcome to a new year of fun and great prizes. 

As always, we welcome new and gently used items for our raffle table.  

We will also con nue to have "special" drawings whenever we have an extra 

 nice item for our raffle table. Last year we managed to pay the rent for the year 

 from the proceeds from the raffle table 

Come see us at the back of the room and bring your dona ons as well as your mon-

ey. 

Susie Freese and Connie Johnson 
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Fat Quarter Table 

Welcome back Quilters! 

We hope everyone will con nue to par cipate in the Fat Quarter Raffle. 

This is how it works: you will receive a raffle cket for every fat 

quarter you submit. If your cket is drawn, you win all of the fat 

quarters donated at that mee ng. This is a great chance to acquire a 

stack of similar fabric that you can use for a quilt or to clear out 

your stash so you can buy more. Below are fat quarter themes for this 

coming year. 

 September - APPLES 

 October - PUMPKIN/FALL 

 November - XMAS 

 December - BATIKS 

 January - No Mee ng 

 February - No Mee ng 

 March - FLOWERS 

 April - WEATHER 

 May - NOVELTY 

 June - BABIES 

See you soon, 

Melody Williams 

Yvonne Jolley 

2024 Challenge Quilt 

Here is the grand reveal for the 2024 Challenge quilt... 

*Where you live. 

Your interpreta on, could be your house, neighborhood, county,  

country, bathroom, bed, you get the idea. 

*Must have a heart. 

Any way you want, applique, iron-on, quilted, part of the fabric. 

*Must have the color   green 

*Can be any size, but keep in mind it will show be er if it's wall hanging size. 

I came up with this idea because I always wanted an excuse to do a quilted 

version of my house, now I'll have to.  

 Have fun, Jeanine 
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REQG Officer and Commi ee Chairs List 2023-2024 

 

PRESIDENT   Amy Gomes 

    Maggie S mson 

 

1st VICE PRESIDENT  Martha Johnson  

 

2nd VICE PRESIDENT  Lynn Todoroff 

    

SECRETARY   Bonnie Kavanaugh 

 

TREASURER   Kathy LaForge 

 

PARLIAMENTARIAN  Be yann Bringer- 

    Rehm  

 

COMMUNITY LIAISON  Jeanine Norrish 

     

LIBRARIAN   Terry Tauzer 

 

MEMBERSHIP   Tina Marie Fulton 

   

NEWSLETTER   Yvonne Jolley 

 

QUILT SHOW   Wanda Wahlund 

    Nancy Frost 

 

PUBLICITY   OPEN  

 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH  Ann Anderson 

 

FAT QUARTER RAFFLE  Melody Williams 

 

HOSPITALITY   Lee Ann Moore 

    Ruthanne Rocha 

 

OPPORTUNITY QUILT  Pat Smith 

 

RAFFLE TABLE   Susie Freese 

 

SHOW & TELL   OPEN 

      

SMALL QUILTS   Susie Freese 

     

SUNSHINE   Mimi Mace 

 

FACEBOOK/WEBSITE  Yara Hailey/ 

    Maggie S mson 

   

September Birthdays 
 

2 Jody Rusconi 

6 Angela Davy 

9 Kelly Hampton 

11 Diane Goldsmith-Hager 

21 Helen Gersbach 

        Jean La Pietra 

26 Melody Williams 

27 Janet Anderson 

        Bonnie Kavanaugh 

28 Renee Stauffer 
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NEWSLETTER GUIDELINES  

 

Newsle er items of general interest are accepted from all 

members of REQG. Business memberships include a busi-

ness card-sized ad in each newsle er for the REQG year. 

Members are welcome to submit a copy-ready ad in the 

following sizes:  

Business card size $ 5.00  

1/4 page $10.00  

1/2 page $20.00  

Full page $40.00  

If at all possible, please type ar cles in Microso  Word or 

save as RTF format. If feasible, ads should be submi ed in 

a graphic format via email or disk (jpeg preferred).  

Send payment with ad to:  

REQG—Treasurer  

P.O. Box 5071  

Eureka, CA 95502  

Or send payment to above address and e-mail ad to  

reqgnews@gmail.com  

-or- through the link at reqg.com  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 15th of the month  

Ready Reference  

 

Fat Quarter: 18" x 22"  

Preemie Quilts: 14" x 14" to 20" x 20"  

Doll Quilts: 18" x 18" to 28" x 28"  

Community Quilts (Approximately)  

Hospice 40" x 60" red, white and blue.  Larger is ok. 

Child 50" x 50" up to 50" x 60" x 70"  

square or rectangular  

Lap 50" to 60" x 72"  

Twin 70" x 80" smaller or larger is ok. 

Dona ons child 50" x 50" to queen  

90" x 90" square or rectangular  

Ques ons? Call:  

Small and Preemie Quilts Susie Freese 445-5844 

Fat Quarters  Melody Williams  601-6604 

Community Quilts  Jeanine Norrish  443-8805 

PLEASE RESPECT THOSE WHO HAVE ALLERGIES  

LEAVE THE PERFUME AND HEAVY  

FRAGRANCES AT HOME ON GUILD NIGHT!!  

Redwood Remnants is published monthly by the Redwood 

Empire Quilters Guild  

P. O. Box 5071,  

Eureka, CA 95502-5071 or www.reqg.com.  

REQG is a 501(c)4 Non-Profit Corpora on  

Dona ons to REQG are not tax deduc ble  

Complete financial reports and minutes are available from the 

appropriate Board Officer. 

REQG Calendar 
 
Humboldt Hill Grange 
Date: September 7, 2023 
Hospitality: 5:30 p.m. 
Mee ng:  6:00 p.m. 
 
Board Mee ngs 
Date: September 11, 2023 
Time:  6:00 pm 
Place:  Susie Freese’s home 
 1502 D Street 
 Eureka 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS: 
September 16, 2023  Nine Patch Sew Day 
   Humboldt Hill Grange 
   10:00 am—3:00 pm 
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Next Guild Mee ng  

September 7, 2023 

Next Board Mee ng:  

September 11, 2023 
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REDWOOD EMPIRE QUILTERS  

GUILD NEWSLETTER  

P.O. Box 5071  

Eureka, CA 95502  
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